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ApplidSation No. I Appljcant(s) 7 T 

CR ^Co. 7?s I ^fArjkoush 

Exj^nainer ' I Group Art Unit 



'o Pouted 



Group Art Unit 



» TTia MAILING DATE of Ithis communication appears on th coyer sheet beneath the con^aspondehce address— 

A SHOFTTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE f 
Of THIS COMMUNICATION. 



MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 



- Extensions of tinne may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In rK> event, however, may a reply be timety filed after SIX (6) [\/10NTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

If the period for repty specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a repty within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timety. 
If NO period for napty is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
Failure to reply within the set or ^ctended period for reply will, by statute, cause tfie application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment Sea 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 





^^^esponsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 

□ This action is FllIML- 

□ Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, pirKOSoctui^oini m to ^e imiGiriKte lis closodi in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

V'claimCs) 

' Off the above claim{s) 

□ Claim(s)-, 



Is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



^Claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s)_ 



□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd)- 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

□ Copies of the certrfied copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
*Certified copies not received: • 



^Ittoclhiirinioini^s) 

□ Infonnation Disclosure Stat ment(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited. PTO-^92 

□. Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Int rvi w Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Oth r 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1,114, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible for 
continued examinafion under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. Applicant's submission filed on February 07, 2003 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotafion of the second paragraph of35U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The meaning of the recitation "said cartridge being free of an open void volume which 
causes separation of particles from said slurry upstream of a top surface of said depth filter in 
contact with said slurry" is not understood. This recitation states that separation takes place 
before the fluid encounters the surface of the filter. Thus, it is unclear why the filter is needed, or 
what function it performs. 

Request for An Interview 

4. The Examiner requests that Applicant contact the Examiner to discuss the invention. 
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Art Unit: 1724 



Claim Objections 



5. As drafted, claim 5 defining specific manipulative steps that Applicant regards as his 
invention is somewhat awkward. Applicant is urged to draft claim 5 in the format suggested by 
37 CFR 1 .75(1) ^Wltere a claim sets forth a plurality of elements or steps, each element or 
step of the claim should be separated by a line indentation. " Such format will make the claim 
easier to read and understand. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Examiner Popovics at 
telephone number (703) 308-0684. 



Conclusion 



March 23,2003 




